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The Midwest Glass
Chatter is a monthly publi-
cation and is a forum
through which collectors
can share information.
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jar/bottle related collectors
are welcome. Send to
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Meeting Minutes, July 12th, 2015

The July club meeting
was held in the Cantina at
Minnetrista in Muncie, Indi-
ana. Club President Dick Cole
opened the meeting and wel-
comed 9 members: .

Dick mentioned that
June Lowry is looking for ma-
terial to nominate Dick Roller
into the FOHBC Hall of
Fame. A motion was made to
support the nomination of
Dick Roller to the FOHBC
Hall of Fame.

was seconded and approved.

The motion

Jim Durr gave the Treas-

Show and Tell

The theme for the July
club meeting was “Wax Seal-

”

ers.

Lou Ebert brought a
greenish aqua QT wax sealer
(base: Dillon G. Co. Fair
mount Ind.) (made by Dillon
Glass Co. circa 1891-1894); a
very light aqua QT wax sealer
(base: M.F.J.Co.) (made by
Marion Fruit Jar and Bottle
Co. circa 18887); a light SCA
HG Rau’s Improved Pat. Ap-
plied For Grove Ring Jar
(made by Fairmount Glass
Works circa 1897-1900s); a
light SCA QT Rau’s Improved
Pat. Applied For Groove Ring
Jar (with part of the laid-on

urer’s report for June. There
were No expenses or income
to report.

Lou Ebert showed the
Antique Week article (June
22, 2015) on the Cambridge

City, Indiana Fruit Jar Get-

Together and Show.
Dick Cole brought the

club tshirts which are availa-
ble for sale for $10 each.
They are available in several
sizes in blue or gray. Dick also
brought Muncie January 2016
Show flyers. Anyone interest-
ed in show flyers that they can

groove ring cut away to show
that it is hollow—which is what
the patent may have been
about); a clear unembossed 11
ounce wax sealer (made similar
to the Rau design) (amber
streaks within the hollow por-
tion of the ring); a greenish
aqua QT wax sealer (base:
S.G.W. Lou. Ky. (over “tic-tac-
toe grid”) (made by Southern
Glass Works of Louisville,
Kentucky circa 1878-1887); a
greenish aqua QT wax sealer
(base: Sou. G. W.); and a green
QT wax sealer (on heel:
U.G.Co.) (attributed to Up-
land Glass Co. circa 1890s).

Note: On December 2,

leave at other shows or loca-
tions should check with Dave
Rittenhouse or Dick Cole.

The next club meeting
will be our annual club pic
nic, and it will be held Au-
gust 9th at 1:30pm at the
home of Jerry and Colleen
Dixon. The theme for Show
and Tell will be

finds.” Please bring a small

“Recent

side dish and a small dessert.
Respectfully submitted,

Joe Coulson

1887 John L. McCullough
and his brother-inlaw J.
Wood Wilson agreed to relo-
cate their Southern Glass
Works fruit jar factory from
Louisville, Kentucky to Mari-
on, Indiana. On January, 11,
1888 the new firm was formed
under the name of Marion
Fruit Jar and Bottle Company.

Colleen Dixon displayed
an aqua QT wax sealer
A.&D.H. Chambers Union
Fruit Jar Pittsburgh, PA; an
aqua QT wax sealer Steven’s
Tin Top Patd July 27, 1875;
an aqua QT wax sealer Ball (3-
L loop) Standard; and an aqua
PT The Victor Patented 1899
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Show and Tell Pictures, cont’d

(around M in a diamond) (lid,
but no buckle clamp).

Eugene Fannin shared a
whittled aqua QT wax sealer
with a large number 7 on the
base. He bought the jar at an
estate sale. It was a relic from
a family that settled in the area
in 1810-1811 near where he
lives. There was also a jar with
a large 8 on the base in the
same auction.

Tom Sproat shared a dark
green QT petal jar (cork/wax
seal) (came from a privy dig); a
deep aqua QT “push down”

Aqua QT wax sealer
base: SOU. G. W.

SCA QT Rau’s Improved / Pat Applied
For / Groove Ring Jar (left);
SCA HG “Grove” Ring Jar (right)

wax sealer (also privy dug)
(three piece mold) (with glass
cap, iron pontil mark); a deep
aqua QT groove ring wax seal-
er; an aqua QT “push down”
wax sealer (iron pontil) (from
Bill Dudley collection) (free
blown); and an aqua QT
“groove ring” wax sealer (free
blown) (open pontil scar)
(from Phil Robinson collec-
tion).

Dick Cole displayed a
clear QT Ball Standard
(reverse: R.G. Simpson 1952-
1982 and train car design); an

Aqua QT wax sealer
base: S.G.W. LOU. KY.

aqua QT A.&D.H. Chambers
Union Fruit Jar Pittsburgh,
PA; an aqua HG wax sealer
(base: A.G.W L. Pitts, PA); and
an aqua HG Standard (reverse:

W. McKee & Co.).

Joe Coulson shared a
round cardboard ring box for
Ball Wax Sealing Rings (white
powder still inside and original
pamphlet); a cardboard box of
Ball Wax Sealing Rings.

over “tictactoe grid”

Clear 11 ounce wax sealer
Same style (hollow) ring
as the Rau’s Improved jar
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Aqua HG
Steven’s Tin Top
Patd July 27, 1875

Aqua HG wax sealer
base: A.G.W.L. PITTS PA

Clear QT Ball Standard wax sealer
(reverse: R.G. Simpson1952-1982, Ball train
car design, 30 Years Service)
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Eugene Fannin displayed a whittled aqua QT unembossed
wax sealer with a large mold number 7 on the base

Lou Ebert shared a greenish aqua QT U.G.Co. wax sealer with
mold number 2 on the base

Tom Sproat displayed a dark green QT petal jar Aqua QT “push down” Aqua QT “push down” wax

(cork and wax seal)

wax sealer with glass cap

Deep aqua QT
sealer with metal cap and “groove ring” wax sealer

iron pontil (ex-Dudley) (ex-Dippold)

Light greenish aqua QT Dillon G. Co.
Fairmount Ind (on base)

wax sealer

Light bluish aqua QT M.E.J.Co.
(on base) wax sealer; mold number 8

Aqua QT “groove ring”  Aqua QT A.&D.H.
wax sealer (ex-Robinson) Chambers Union
with open pontil scar Fruit Jar
Pittsburgh, PA
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What is a Ball Wax Sealing Ring? By Richard Cole

Most collectors have probably not heard of such a thing as a Ball Wax Sealing Ring. And for good rea-
son, they didn’t last long and evidently were not popular with the homemaker. How do we know that they
existed! Mostly from ephemera that is still around. For example, Figure 1 is a scan of a pamphlet that Ball
Bros. Glass Mfg. Co. issued. There is no date on the pamphlet, but we can tell from the jar shown on it
that it is before 1910, since it depicts a shoulder-seal triple-L Ball Mason.

So what made these wax rings “Better than Rubbers”

B a ] l and how did they work? The inner pages of the pamphlet

i give more information:
Wax Sealing
Rings Ball Wax Sealing Rings

PATENTED THEY ARE BETTER THAN RUBBERS, because they are easier to use and more

reliable.

The cap is screwed down on the ring, which is softened by the heat from the fruit
and the heated cap, and forms an absolutely air-tight seal.

R ubbers have been so cheapened by the use of composition and old rubber, that
they soon deteriorate, become porous, admitting aid, which causes the fruit to spoil.

The Wax Rings will not deteriorate. They are as impervious as the glass jar.

JARS SEALED WITH THEM WILL KEEP FRUIT FOR YEARS.

PRICE to Jobbers 30 cents per Gross.

FREIGHT ALLOWED on 100 gross and over.
TERMS: 60 days or 2 per cent. cash 10 days.
Packed one dozen Rings in a paper carton, five gross in a wooden box.
To keep the price of the rings uniform and to make the sale of them profitable to

the Jobbers, we provide in each sale to Jobbers, that they are not to sell to retail trade
«t less than 40 cents per gross. The retail price is 60 cents per gross.

They are about as CHEAP AS THE CHEAPEST RUBBERS and BETTER THAN
THE BEST RUBBERS.

Manufactured exclusively by

Ball Bros. Glass Mfg. Co.
Better than Rubbers SR e

for Sealin g Fruit Ja rs Figure 2—Inside Pages of Pamphlet

Manufactured exclusively by
BALL BROS. GLASS MFG. CO.

Reading the description, evidently the rings were actually
MUNCIE, INDIANA

made of wax, which softened from the heat of processing,

thus allowing the lip of the zinc cap to sink in, the cap being

Figure 1—Pamphlet Front cover hot since it was just taken out of boiling water.
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What is a Ball Wax Sealing Ring? Cont’d

Additional information about when they were made can be gained from another brochure, which

has the same cover design, but which has more pages, 16 in all. Figures 3, 4, 5 & 6 show the cover and
representative inner pages:

several thousand sample packages

of them to people in different
parts of the United States, asking them to
use the Rings according to directions and
let us know the result.

The following copies of letters are fair
samples of several thousand letters received
by us.

These testimonials convince us beyond
a doubt that the Wax Sealing Rings are
better than rubbers and we will therefore,
hereafter pack them with our Ball-Mason
jars, it being our intention to furnish the
very best quality of jar caps and rings and
by so doing, establishing the best possible
standards for our fruit jars.

Ball | B e
Wax Sealing| |
~ Rings

l_mﬁmié ¢

TESTIMONIALS

Wellington, O., Sept. 24, 1904. .

Ball Bros. Glass Mfg. Co., Muncie, Ind.:
Gentlemen: — The Wax Sealing Rings
arrived just in time. I have put up my
tomatoes, using the rings. They are just

.Bct[e‘i' than Rubbers S what we need; it robs canaing of its uncer-
e rte Pt = 5 tainty and reduces the work one-half; no
for Sealing Fruit Jars

more straining of hands, no broken jars.
- No more rubber rings for me.

Manufactured exclusively by FLORENCE TERRY.
BALL BROS. GLASS MFG. CO.

MUNCIE, INDIANA

Do not take chances of your fruit spoiling by using
uanreliable rubbers.

Figure 3—Front Cover Figure 4—Inside Front Cover
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BALL WAX SEALING RI}IXGS

Sturgeon Bay, Wis., Sept 3, 1904,
Ball Bros. Glass Mfg. Co., Muncie, Ind.:
. Gentlemen:—I have tried your Wax Seal-
ing Rings and I cannot speak too highly in
their praise. They work like a charm.
There is no trouble whatever in sealing the
jar. They are especially good in canning
vegetables. I distributed most of those you
sent among my friends for a trial. Our
local dealers do not keep them as yet. Can
you let me know what they cost?
Yours truly,
Mrs. HENRY NEUVILLE,
R. F. D. 2.

Galesburg, Ill., Sept. 23, 1904.
Ball Bros. Glass Mfg. Co., Muncie, Ind.:
Dear Sirs:—I used your Wax Sealing Rings
this morning and was very much pleased
with them; I think they are a great improve-
ment on the rubber rings. They are easier
adjusted and are surely air tight. I will
gladly recommend them to my friends and
have already done so.
Respectfully,
Mrs. T. C. OLSON,
539 E. Brooks St.

South Bend, Ind., Sept. 30, 1904.
Ball Bros. Glass Mfg. Co., Muncie, Ind.:
Gentlemen:—You have struck -the right
thing at last in your Wax Sealing Rings.
They are simply perfection.
Yours truly,
H. H. WEBSTER.

Lall Wax Sealing Rings do not chaoge.
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Cont’d

THEY ARE BETTER THAN RUBBERS

Trenton, N. J., Sept. 21, 1904.
Ball Bros. Glass Mfg. Co., Muncie, Ind.:
Dear Sirs:—I have received the sample
Wax Sealing Rings and am much obliged to
you for the same. I have used them and I
think they are just the finest thing out. Iam
soproud of them and show all of my friends
what they will do, and they think they
i are just the real thing. I only wish I had
known about them earlier in the season, it
! would have saved me lots of time and
trouble that I have had with rubber rings,
but hereafter I have got no more use for
them if I can get the Wax Sealing Rings.
' I cannot begin to tell you how well pleased
: I am with them. I am going away on a
visit for a few days and I wont forget to tell
all of the women folks I meet about those
: Sealing Rings. Yours truly,
MRrs. FRED EHLY.

e ————— - ———— ————

Harrietsville, Ohio., Sept. 22, 1904.
Ball Bros. Glass Mfg. Co., Muncie, Ind.:

Gentlemen:—Please accept my thanks for
the Wax Sealing Rings you sent me a few
days ago. I have used them with much
satisfaction and must say they exceed by
! far the old rubber rings. I will gladly
re~ommead them to all my friends for their
v benefit as well as yours and believe me

: when I say no other rings will be used by

Yours respectfully, .
FRripA WERNECKE.

Tlubber disintegrates, admitting air, which causes
freit 1o spoil.

’

Figure 5—Typical Inner Pages
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What is a Ball Wax Sealing Ring? Cont’d

BALL WAX SEALING RINGS

Zanesville, Wis., Sept. 22, 1904.
Ball Bros. Glass Mfg. Co., Muncie, Ind.:
Received the Wax Sealing Rings you
were so kind as to send. I have tried them
and find them very satisfactory so far. I
; gave one to each of six friends, so I think
another year you will hear from them.
Mgs. E. T. HOWLAND.

Gadsden, Ala., Sept. 5, 1904
Ball Bros. Glass Mfg. Co., Muncie, Ind.:
Dear Sirs:—I have just used the sample
dozen “Ball Wax Sealing Rings’ in sealing
fruit that I have canned. Tosay I am pleased
with them expesses it mildly. If I can pro-
cure them I will use no other in my canning
next season. Mgs. E. A. ROGERS.

Cheswold, Del., Sept. 24, 1904.
Ball Bros. Glass Mfg. Co., Muncie, Ind.:
Dear Sirs:—Received your Wax Sealing
Rings all safe. They work like a charm.
I should recommend them to every house-
keeper. Would like to know if you sell
them and oblige. Yours truly,
MRS. ROBT. JOHNSTON.

Jersey City Heights, Sept. 21, 1904.
Ball Bros. Glass Mfg. Co., Muncie, Ind.:
Gentlemen:—I received the Wax Sealing
Rings and find they are far superior to the
old rubber rings that have been in use so
long. Thanking you for the same.
‘Mgs. J. BRADY, 126 Lincoln St.

Ball Wax Sealing Rings are reliable. Jars sealed
with them wil! keep fruit for years.

Figure 6—Inside Back Cover

All the other pages in this booklet contain similar glowing endorsements of the wax sealing ring by
homemakers , all dated in August, September and October of 1904. This tells us that the wax rings were

sent out for field testing by homemakers during the 1904 canning season. This is confirmed by the letter
shown in Figure 7.
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What is a Ball Wax Sealing Ring? Cont’d

BALL BROTHERS GLASS Mra. Co.
FRUIT JARS AND BOTTLES.
MUNCIE, IND.

Septembsr 28, 1904,

Gentlemen:

A short time ago we mailed one dozen "Ball Wax Sealing Rings"
to one of your customers requesting her to use the same and let us know
how she liked them, She writes us that she is well pleased with the Rings
and can highly recommend them,

We believe these Rings will entirely displace the use of Rubbers
and as soon as their merits are known your customers will want them.

We enclose herewith a circular describing the Rings and naming
price and terms

We would be pleased to receive your order for a five gross packe
age. We think you will find them good sellers,

The Rings will not deteriorate and if you should not sell alil of
them thls season they will be good stock for next season,

Hoping to be rfavor2d with your order, we are

Yours truly,
BALL BROS, GLASS MFG. CO.

Figure 7— Form Letter to Retailers

This means that the wax sealing rings probably were offered to the public for the 1905 canning season.

Are there any examples of these rings still around? Matter of fact, yes. Tammy Johnson has photos of
them in her book Rings & Things III. See Figure 8. The reason for the two different methods of packaging
is unclear. The unmarked round box might have been used for the rings sent out for test marketing, or they
might have been the way that the rings were packaged in boxes of new jars, while the rings packaged in the
box with the printing were the ones sold as replacement rings for the next canning season. The wax sealing
ring was probably intended only for a one-time use.
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What is a Ball Wax Sealing Ring? Cont’d

B160 BALL WAX SEALING Bl161 BALL WAX SEALING

e A i S WY
prsbint aolell iyl

R
sy
e

Figure 8—Entries in Rings & Things Ill

So why did Ball come up with the idea of wax sealing rings? Well, you have to remember that rubber
was a relatively new invention in 1905. It had only been 60 years since Charles Goodyear had patented
rubber, and much less time since it had reached the public in the form of automobile tires. The rubber
products of the day, including fruit jar sealing rubbers, tended to get brittle with age. And fruit jar rubbers
were intended to be used over and over again. Exposure to air after repeated boiling in water to sterilize
them would cause the rubbers to oxidize, get stiff and brittle, and they would not seal well. Pulling them
off the notoriously hard-to-open mason jar would often cause the rubbers to break or crack.

And there was precedence for using wax as a means of sealing fruit jars. Wax sealer jars had been in use
for years. They were a bit cumbersome to use, because the jar had to be put mouth-down into a hot water
bath to soften the wax in the groove. And the metal lid and wire clamp were not the most reliable means
of maintaining a seal.

So the wax sealing ring gave a better seal than a jar rubber, plus you didn’t need a special jar with a
groove to hold the wax. The regular shoulder-seal mason jar, which was in common use throughout the

country, would handle the wax ring very nicely.

Despite the glowing reviews provided by the homemakers to whom Ball sent free wax sealing rings in
1904, they evidently did not gain widespread acceptance. The order forms that Ball sent out for the 1905,
1906 and 1907 all gave the wholesale customers the option of buying jars fitted with wax sealing rings, but
the 1908 form does not. No further mention of the product line has been found. No specific reason can
be given as to why this product line disappeared, other than the homemaker did not buy them.

Thus the wax sealing rings can be relegated to the list of products that Ball tried to market without suc-
cess.

References
Johnson, Tamara, Rings & Things 111, second printing, 2012.

Other scans are of ephemera in the collection of the author.
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Ball Wax Sealing Rings—An Addendum, by Joe Coulson

The story is that Ball made a deal
with George Coddington to get the
rights for making these "wax sealing
rings".

Here are the two patents in ques-
tion:

Patent #748586, Packing Ring for
Fruit Jars or the Like, George Codding-
ton, Jan. 5, 1904

Patent #785089, Machine for Coat-
ing Sealing Rings with Wax, George
Coddington, Mar. 21, 1905, assigned to
Ball Bros.

Several materials from 1904 - 1905
promoted these rings as "better than
rubbers for sealing fruit jars". One collec-
tor a long time ago found two of the
plain round ring boxes in a wooden ship-
ping box containing pint Ball 3-L Mason
jars. It is interesting to note that this
person bought them in a "small town
north of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania".
The May 2008 auction that I purchased
the two Ball Wax Sealing Ring items
from (shown on the next page of the
newsletter) was also located in Pennsylva-
nia (from the sale of a Country Store
collection).

In the May 1986 Fruit Jar News,
Dick Roller mentions the following im-
portant details:

A letter from Coddington to Ball
dated January 2, 1908 was asking about a
check due for $600. The reply letter
from Ball dated January 21, 1908 stated,
T am sorry to say that the Wax Ring has
not proven a success and we are obliged
to abandon it. We cannot therefore of
course continue to pay royalty to you,
and our interest in the patent will of
course revert to you under the circum-
stances." From this we can deduce that
Ball received patent rights from Cod-
dington, paying him a royalty, possibly
$600 per year.

In 1986, Dick Roller had only seen

No. 748,586

NO MODEL,

4&?§4wwzz4&{;%§zzzﬁﬁ/ Kb ‘ ' : v e

PATENTED JAN. 5, 1904,

€. D. C. CODDINGTON.
PACKING RING FOR FRUIT JARS OR THE LIKE.

APPLICATION FILED AUG,. 21, 1902.

D TR G
i ——\ N

C%aaqgwazz(2(2%225&@9&?§q3noém¢og
35% ' .

itozn éqd

THE NORRJS PETERS CO. PHOTOLLITHO, WASHINGTON, D. C.
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Ball Wax Sealing Rings—An Addendum, Cont’d

printer's proofs of the square ring box. He thought that the square box would have been sold on store shelves (whereas the round ones
seem to have been packed in with the jars in the shipping boxes). In my experience both the round and square boxes are rare, and only a

small number of examples exist. —Joe Coulson
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Announcements

Upcoming club meetings:

Sunday, August 9th, 1:30pm, Club Picnic and theme is

“Recent Finds”

Sunday, September 13th, 1:30pm, Tentative—Field Trip to

BSU Glick Glass Center

Sunday, October 4th, 1:30pm meet at Minnetrista, theme

is “Jars Made in Indiana”

Sunday, November 1st, 1:30pm meet at Minnetrista,

theme is “Mason’s Patent Jars”

Sunday, December 6th, 1:30pm meet at Minnetrista,

Christmas Pitch-In Dinner

Our club is a member of the Federation of Historical Bottle
Collectors (FOHBC). The FOHBC has many resources and

interesting articles on their website as well as a list of bottle

shows: http://www.fohbc.org/shows

Annual Club Picnic
August 9th, 2015 1:30 pm
Place: (see map below)

Home of Colleen and Jerry Dixon
2602 W. Brook Drive
Muncie, IN 47304 phone: 765-281-6973

Directions: From 332 in Muncie, turn south on Tillotson.
At Petty Road (on east side of Tillotson) turn left (east).
Go one block, turn left (north) on Duane Street. Go one
block and turn right (east) on Brook Drive. House is on
the left side of Brook Drive, 1-1/2 blocks from last turn.

Members Bring:

Chairs, small veggie or fruit and a small dessert.
Club will provide:

Meat, plates, cups, tableware, soda.

Show & Tell: "Recent Finds"
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