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Club Officers 

 Richard Cole, President 
  2904 W. Moore Rd. 
  Muncie, IN  47304 
  765-288-8717 

 Dave Rittenhouse, Vice Pres. 
  1008 S. 900 W. 
  Farmland, IN  47340 
  765-468-8091 

 Jim Durr, Treasurer 
  500 W. Ohio St. 
  Fortville, IN  46040 
  317-485-5854 

 Joe Coulson, Secretary/Editor 
  889 Berry Rd. 
  Greenwood, IN  46143 
  317-385-0956 

Membership 

The Midwest Glass 
Chatter is a monthly publi-
cation and is a forum 
through which collectors 
can share information. 

Membership cost is 
$15.00 per year, per family, 
due each December 31.  All 
jar/bottle related collectors 
are welcome.  Send to 
MAFJBC, Attn: James Durr, 
500 W. Ohio St., Fortville, 
IN  46040 

Meeting Minutes, July 14, 2013 
The July meeting was held 

at Minnetrista in Muncie, Indi-
ana.  Club President Dick Cole 
opened the meeting and wel-
comed 15 members. 

Colleen Dixon an-
nounced that the Jelly Jammers 
would be holding a meeting at 
her house in Muncie at 
11:00am on Saturday, July 
20th.  The MAFJBC club li-
brary would be open and avail-
able to visit after the jelly club 
meeting. 

Dick reviewed the list of 
upcoming bottle shows.  July 
27, 2013 (Saturday) West Ol-
ive, Michigan – Lakeshore 
Antiques Center 3rd Annual 
Outdoor Antique Bottle Show 
& Sale and Flea Market.  July 
27 & 28, 2013 (Saturday & 
Sunday) Adamstown, Pennsyl-
vania – 12th Annual Shupp’s 
Grove Bottle Festival at the 
famous Shupp’s Grove.  July 
28, 2013 (Sunday) Altoona, 
Iowa – Iowa Antique Bottleers 
44th Annual Antique Bottle & 
Collectibles Show & Sale.   
September 8, 2013 (Sunday) 
Pekin, Illinois – Pekin Bottle 
Collectors Assoc. 44th Annual 
Show & Sale 

Jim Durr gave the Treas-
urer’s report for July.  There 
was very little change in status.  
The club continues to main-
tain a positive bank account 
balance. 

Dick Cole reminded eve-
ryone that the room at Min-
netrista that was formerly the 
gift shop is now a display room 
of fruit jars!  The fruit jar ex-
hibit will continue through 
May 2014. 

Dave Rittenhouse present-
ed a list of future meeting top-
ics:  August 11th – club picnic 
at Colleen’s house, bring a jar 
that starts with “A” or is amber 
in color; September 8th – meet 
at Minnetrista, bring a dam-
aged jar you keep for some 
reason (or a story about a dam-
aged jar); October 6th, meet at 
the 2702 W. Euclid Ave. Club 
Library in Muncie, bring a sun-
colored amethyst (purple) jar; 
November 3rd, meet at Min-
netrista, bring your jar that has 
the most bubbles in the glass; 
December 1st, meet at Min-
netrista, Christmas dinner, 
dirty bingo; January 9th, our 
annual Winter Show at the 
Horizon Convention Center.  
The meeting topics were ap-
proved by the club members in 
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An Index to the Club 
Library is available online. 
Please contact Dick Cole 
about items which you 
would like to check out. 

attendance. 

Dick Cole discussed the 
arrangements for our next 
club meeting, which is the 
club picnic on August 11th.  
Kay Rittenhouse volunteered 
to obtain the meat and bread.  
Club members should bring 
chairs,  a small veggie or fruit 
dish, and a small dessert (not 
mandatory).  The picnic will 
be held at the home of Jerry 
and Colleen Dixon, 2602 W. 
Brook Dr., Muncie, Indiana 
(phone: 765-281-6973). 

        Respectfully submitted, 
        Joe Coulson, Secretary 

Club members browse the new Minnetrista fruit jar exhibit 
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Show and Tell 
and white photo of a Muncie 
& Western Railroad Company 
diesel switch engine (Ball tower 
in background); and a black 
and white photo of a Muncie 
& Western R. R. / The Ball 
Line box car.  The photos were 
purchased at the Indy October 
Railroad Collectibles Show. 

Lou also shared an article 
from the July 15, 2013 issue of 
Antique Week, titled 
“Americana cross section at 
little-old-lady auction”.  Here is 
an excerpt:  A rather ordinary 
object, a glass canning jar, 
brought the top price of the 
auction, thanks to its extraordi-
nary color, an amber-green so 
dark it looked black.  The 
“Mason’s Patent Nov 30TH 
1858” fruit jar realized $8,200, 
selling to a family member.  
Stichter, who has been in the 
auction business for nearly 40 
years, said it was the highest 
price he’s gotten for a canning 
jar. 

Jean Harbron brought a 
variety of “Atlas blue” pint jars.  
“Atlas blue” is a light blue 
color distinctive of Atlas jars.  
The jars were: an Atlas Ma-
son’s Patent, an Atlas Mason 
Improved Pat’d, and an Atlas 
Strong Shoulder Mason. Jean 
also brought a Ball blue quart 
Ball Ideal bicentennial jar; and 
an unopened case of 6 of a 
recently produced Ball jar from 
the “Special American Herit-
age Collection Limited Edi-
tion”—a pint Ball blue Ball ® 
Perfect Mason (reverse: 1913—
1915 100 Years of American 
Heritage Made-In-U.S.A.). 

Bill Wherrett displayed a 
cobalt midget pint reproduc-
tion Mason’s Patent Nov 30TH 
1858 (reverse: cross mono-

gram); a forest green pint #274 
Ball (script, dropped ‘a’) Per-
fect Mason; a box of One Doz-
en Ball Perfect Seal Jar Rub-
bers, a box of Tite Right Top 
Seal Jar Rings, and a box of 12 
Mason Jar Caps Anchor Hock-
ing For Regular Jars. 

Monty Foust shared an 
apple green unembossed wax 
sealer; and a honey amber wax 
sealer. 

Anne Szopa displayed a 
pink quart Mason’s Patent 
Nov 30TH 1858 (smooth lip, 
reproduction); a yellow olive 
half gallon #2780-1 Swayzee’s 
Improved Mason; and a pair of 
#2909 Wan-eta Cocoa Boston 
quart jars, one in amber and 
the other in olive amber. 

Mike James shared five 
different colors of the #2168 
M.F.J.CO. (on base) wax seal-
ers (all quarts):  aqua (mold 1), 
light amber (mold 4), green 
(whittled, mold 2), light green 
(mold 7), and yellow green 
(very crude glass, mold 8). 

Mike also shared a quart 
#2780-1 Swayzee’s Improved 
Mason in an unusual yellow 
green; and a quart #2510 Root 
Mason in a strong olive green 
(purchased at the Muncie Win-
ter Show). 

Joe Coulson displayed a 
pair of recently introduced 
plastic 16 ounce drinking jars: 
“Insulated / Cool Gear (in 
script) / MASON”, produced 
by Cool Gear International, 
LLC, Plymouth, MA, 
http://www.coolgearinc.com.  
The insert, closure tab, and 
striped straw come in a variety 
of colors.  The examples Joe 
displayed were purchased at 
Meijer for about $7 each. 

Club members were asked 
to bring “your favorite glass 
container of an unusual color.” 

Dave Rittenhouse 
brought an olive amber swirled 
Ball (3-L loop) Standard that 
he purchased recently off of 
eBay.  It was a beautiful and 
unusual color. 

Colleen Dixon displayed 
a sun-colored amethyst (SCA) 
half gallon (RB #843) Drey (in 
script) Perfect Mason (word 
Perfect offset to left); an SCA 
pint #1007-1 Flaccus Bros. 
Steers Head Fruit Jar (steers 
head) with a Simplex glass lid; 
a clear with cobalt streaks 
quart #1387 Kerr “Self Seal-
ing” Mason (reverse: 65th An-
niversary 1903—1968); a corn-
flower blue pint and quart 
#1501 Trademark Lightning 
Registered U.S. Patent Office 
(Putnam on base); a citron 
quart #1489 Trademark Light-
ning (matching citron lid, Put-
nam 342 on base); a deep red 
half pint jelly glass, Registered 
Hood’s Creamed Cottage 
Cheese (on metal lid); and a 
pink jelly glass (or baby drink-
ing cup), Jack and Jill Went 
Up the Hill to Fetch a Pail of 
Water (6 or 8 fluid ounces, 
embossed with pictures of Jack 
and Jill). 

Dick Cole shared a green 
56 ounce #272 Ball (script, 
dropped ‘a’) Perfect Mason 
(word Perfect offset to right); 
and a peach tinted pint #368-5 
Ball ® Mason (reverse: fruit 
medallion) drinking mug. 

Lou Ebert shared an am-
ber quart #2168 M.F.J.CO. 
(on base, mold number 12) 
wax sealer; a Phillips Milk of 
Magnesia bottle with an “aged” 
fictitious whiskey label; a black 

Club President Dick Cole 
runs the business portion of 

our meeting 
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Show and Tell Pictures 

Olive with amber swirls  
quart Balll Standard 

SCA half gallon 
Drey Perfect Mason 

SCA pint Flaccus Bros. 
Steers Head Fruit Jar 

Citron quart 
Trademark Lightning 

Green 56 ounce 
Ball Perfect Mason 

Cornflower blue pint and quart 
Trademark Lightning Registered  

Cobalt streaked quart 
Kerr 65th Anniversary 

Pink 6 or 8 ounce 
Jack and Jill jelly glass 

Deep red half pint jelly glass 
Hood’s Creamed Cottage 

Peach tinted 16 ounce mug 
Ball ® Mason 

Amber quart 
M.F.J.CO. (on base) 

Bottle with an “aged” 
fictitious whiskey label 

Lou Ebert proudly displays 
an amber jar made in Marion 
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Show and Tell Pictures, cont’d 

Black and white photo of a Muncie & Western Railroad 
Company diesel switch engine (Ball tower in background) 

Black and white photo of a Muncie & Western R. R. 
(Ball jar figure) The Ball Line box car 

Bill Wherrett displayed several 
fruit jars 

Cobalt blue midget pint 
Reproduction 

Green pint 
Ball Perfect Mason 

Box of One Dozen Ball 
Perfect Seal Jar Rubbers 

Apple green wax sealer Honey amber wax sealer Clear Fresherator Pink Perfect Seal 
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Show and Tell Pictures, cont’d 

Jean Harbron displays 
an “Atlas blue” pint fruit jar 

A pint Atlas Mason’s Patent, an Atlas Mason Improved Pat’d, 
and an Atlas Strong Shoulder Mason 

Ball blue quart Ball Ideal 
bicentennial jar 

Pint Ball blue Ball ® Perfect Mason (reverse: 1913—1915 
100 Years of American Heritage Made-In-U.S.A.) 

Amber and olive amber quart 
Wan-eta Cocoa Boston 

Yellow Olive half gallon 
Swayzee’s Improved Mason 

SCA quart Mason’s 
Patent Nov 30TH 1858 

Strong olive green quart Root Mason, and a 
Yellow Green quart Swayzee’s Improved Mason 

Mike James shared five different colors of the 
M.F.J.CO. (on base) wax sealers (all quarts)  



 The Federation of Historical Bottle Collectors website is a great resource.  Our club is 
a proud member of the FOHBC.  One of the useful tools on the Federation website 
is the bottle show listing:  http://www.fohbc.org/shows 

 The next North American Glass auction opens August 5th.  There are many fine 
bottles and fruit jars for sale:  http://www.gregspurgeon.com/auction 

 Upcoming club meetings: 
 September 8th – meet at Minnetrista, bring a damaged jar you keep for some rea-
son (or a story about a damaged jar);  
 October 6th, meet at the 2702 W. Euclid Ave. Club Library in Muncie, bring a 
sun-colored amethyst (purple) jar;  
 November 3rd, meet at Minnetrista, bring your jar that has the most bubbles in 
the glass;  
 December 1st, meet at Minnetrista, Christmas dinner, dirty bingo 

Announcements 

MIDWEST ANTIQUE FRUIT 
JAR & BOTTLE CLUB 

Send articles and info here: 
Joe Coulson, Editor 

889 Berry Rd. 
  Greenwood, IN  46143 

Email: JCoulson@LeaderJar.com 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

A jarrific place to share and learn 

WE’RE ON THE WEB! 

WWW.FRUITJAR.ORG The next club meeting will be August 11th.  This is our an-
nual club picnic meeting.  Bring a jar that starts with “A” or is 
amber in color.  Club members should bring chairs,  a small 
veggie or fruit dish, and a small dessert (not mandatory).  The 
picnic will be held at the home of Jerry and Colleen Dixon, 
2602 W. Brook Dr., Muncie, Indiana (phone: 765-281-6973). 

Annual Club Picnic, August 11th!!! 


